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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 filed on 1 1/30/04, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/30/04 has been 
entered. 

2. Applicant's amendments with respect to claims 2-20 filed on 1 1/30/04 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rej ection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12, 4-8 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Suzuki et al. U.S. Patent 6,433,836. 

Referring to claim 12 (e.g., It should be noted that "NTSC video signals and PAL video 



signals" are referred as R, G, B video signals; and "high definition television transmission 
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color signals" are referred as Y, Pr and Pb video signals, see applicant's specification page 5, 
line 25 through page 6, line 2), the Suzuki reference discloses in Figure 1, a video signal 
processing circuit comprising: an input terminal (26) receiving high definition television 
transmission color signals (Y signal, R-Y as Pr color difference signal, and B-Y as Pb color 
difference signal), a contour-adjusting circuit (contour extracting circuit circuits 14 and adder 
22, see Col. 1, lines 30-35) configured to receive the high definition television transmission 
color signals from the input terminal and peak the received signals for contour adjustment; an 
inverse matrix transforming circuit (matrix circuit 24) for separating R, G and B signals from 
the high definition television transmission color signals (e.g., matrix circuit 24 convert the 
adjusted Y signal, the R-Y and the B-Y to the R, G and B signals as shown in Figure 1); and 
an output terminal (28) outputting video signals that include contour-adjusted R,G and B 
signals. However, the Figure 1 of the Suzuki reference does not explicitly show the input 
terminal receiving NTSC video signals and PAL video signals (R, G, B video signals); and 
the contour-adjusting circuit configured to receive R, G, B video signals from the input 
terminal and peak the received signals for contour adjustment. 

The Suzuki reference teaches in Figures 3 and 7, a video signal processing circuit 
comprising: an input terminal receiving NTSC video signals and PAL video signals (R, G, B 
video signals); and the contour-adjusting circuit (contour extraction 38, gain controller 40 
and coefficient multiplication circuit 42, see Col. 2, lines 45-47) configured to receive R, G, 
B video signals from the input terminal and peak the received signals for contour adjustment. 
The Suzuki's Figures 1 and 3 are evidence that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to 
see more advantages for a video signal processing circuit comprising a contour-adjusting 
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circuit has more flexible options to receive either R, G and G signals, or Y, Pr, Pb signals 
from the input terminal for contour adjustment (See Col. 3, lines 4-10). For that reason, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to modify the video 
signal processing circuit of Suzuki for providing a contour-adjusting circuit to receive one of 
the NTSC video signals, PAL video signals and the high definition television transmission 
color signals from the input terminal and peak the received signals for contour adjustment as 
taught by Suzuki's Figures 1 and 3. It is also obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time to see a selecting circuit that controls adjusted NTSC video signals and adjusted PAL 
signals (R, G and B signals) to bypass the inverse matrix transforming circuit, because 
inverse matrix transforming circuit is only used for converting Y, Pr, Pb signals back to R, G, 
B signals after the contour adjustment completed; since adjusted NTSC video signals and 
adjusted PAL signals are already R, G and B signals; and adjusted NTSC video signals and 
adjusted PAL signals don't need sent into the inverse transforming circuit. 

Referring to claim 4, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected to claim 12, and the Suzuki reference discloses an image monitor apparatus 
comprising a display device using a video signal processing circuit (contour emphasizing 
circuit, see Col. 1, lines 5-11). 

Referring to claim 5, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected to claim 12, and the Suzuki reference discloses wherein the contour- adjusting 
circuit further comprises at least on peaking circuit configured to peak either the R, G and B 
signals from video signals in one of a NTSC system and PAL system (See Figure 3) or only 
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the Y signal from transmission color signals in a high definition television system (See 
Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 6, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected to claim 5, and the Suzuki reference discloses wherein the at least one peaking 
circuit (circuits 38, 40, 42 and 34) receives as an input the R, G, or B signal from video 
signal from video signals in one of the NTSC system and the PAL system as shown in Figure 
3. 

Referring to claim 7, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected to claim 5, and the Suzuki reference discloses wherein the one peaking circuit (22) 
receives as an input the Y signal from transmission color signals in the high definition 
television system as shown in Figure L 

Referring to claim 8, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected to claim 7, and the Suzuki reference discloses wherein the Pr signal (R-Y) and the 
Pb signal (B-Y) are directly inputted to the inverse matrix transforming circuit (24) as shown 
. in Figure 1. 

Referring to claim 13, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected with same comments to claims 12, 5-8. 

Referring to claim 14, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected with same comments to claims 12, 5-8. 

Referring to claim 15, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected with same comments to claims 12, 5-8. 
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5. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki et al. U.S. 
Patent 6,433,836 in view of Harward U.S. Patent 4,928,181. 

Referring to claims 2-3, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected to claim 12, and the Suzuki reference discloses a display device (LCD) using a 
video signal processing circuit (contour emphasizing circuit, see Col. 1, lines 5-11). 
However, the Suzuki reference does not explicitly show the LCD is a viewfinder for a 
television camera. 

The Harward reference teaches a television camera comprising a viewfinder which is a 
LCD; the edges of the images in the LCD are enhanced by video signal processing (See Col. 
4, lines 44-65). The Harward reference is evidence that one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time to see more advantages a display device (LCD) is a viewfinder for a television camera 
so that user can review the video images captured from TV camera in a live time easily. For 
that reason, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to 
modify the display of the Suzuki as a commercial viewfinder device of the television camera 
taught by Harward. 

6. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki et al. 
U.S. Patent 6,433,836 in view of Schwartz U.S. Patent 3,980,819. 

Referring to claims 9-10, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected claims 12, 5-7, except the reference does not explicitly has a detail about the 
peaking circuit in the contour-adjusting circuit which includes at least one delay circuit, at 
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least one subtracter circuit and at least one adder circuit and appending circuit to form a 
peaked signal. 

The Schwartz reference teaches in Figure 13, the edge enhancement system has a signal 
peaking circuit comprising delay circuit (delay line 74, 78), subtractor circuit (difference 
amplify 75, see Col. 9, lines 7-12) and adder circuit (adder 80, See Col. 9, lines 25-30). The 
Schwartz reference is an evidence that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to see more 
advantages for the edge enhancement system has a signal peaking circuit which including 
such delay circuit, subtractor and adder for peaking the edge signal so that can improves the 
sharpness of television images and correcting display significantly (See Col. 3, lines 4-10). 
For that reason, it would have been obvious one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to 
modify the contour-adjusting circuit of the Suzuki for providing a peaking circuit in the 
contour-adjusting circuit which includes at least one delay circuit, at least one subtractor 
circuit and at least one adder circuit and appending circuit to form a peaked signal as taught 
by Schwartz. 

7. Claims 1 1 and 16-20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki et 
al. U.S. Patent 6,433,836 in view of Kobayashi et al. U.S. Patent 5,638,485. 

Referring to claim 11, the Suzuki reference discloses all subject matter as discussed in 
respected claims 12 and 5, and the Suzuki reference discloses the contour adjustment is 
performed on R, G and B signals or only performed on Y signal, and the Pr signal and the Pb 
signal, in which the contour adjustment is not performed. However, the Suzuki reference 
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does not explicitly show the selecting circuit changes selection of switch for selecting with 
the type of input video signals such as NTSC/PAL or HDTV video signals. 

The Kobayashi reference teaches in Figures 3, a video signal processing apparatus 
including a selecting circuit that changes selection of switch for selecting the type of input 
video signals (e,g., NTSC signal 3:4 or high definition television signal is 9:16, see Col 1, 
lines 15-31) inputted into the input terminals (1 14 and 116, see Col. 3, lines 34-64). The 
Kobayashi reference is evidence that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to see more 
advantages for a video signal processing system is not limited by the type of input video 
signals so that has more flexibility to process video signals in low cost and power consuming. 
For that reason, it would have been obvious one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to 
modify the video signal processing circuit of Suzuki for providing a selecting circuit for 
selecting with the type of input video signals such as NTSC/PAL or HDTV video signals as 
taught by Kobayashi. 

Referring to claim 16, the Suzuki and Kobayashi references disclose all subject matter as 
discussed in respected with same comments to claims 1 1 and 14. 

Referring to claim 17, the Suzuki and Kobayashi references disclose all subject matter as 
discussed in respected with to claim 16, and the Kobayashi reference discloses a plurality of 
selecting switches (1 18a-b and 120a-b) configured to be driven simultaneously by the 
selecting circuit. 

Referring to claim 18, the Suzuki and Kobayashi references disclose all subject matter as 
discussed in respected with to claim 17, and the Kobayashi reference discloses wherein at 
least one selecting switch includes at least tow input terminals, a first input terminal (e.g., 
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1 18b) configured to receive one of the NTSC video signals and the PAL video signals 
(NTSC/PAL signals with using 3:4 ratio) and a second input terminal (1 18a) configured to 
receive the high definition television transmission signals (HDTV signals with using 9:16 
ratio). 

Referring to claim 19, the Suzuki and Kobayashi references disclose all subject matter as 
discussed in respected with to claim 18, and the Kobayashi reference discloses wherein in 
accordance with the type of input signals, the selecting circuit drives the selecting switch 
(122, 124, 126, 128, 152) to connect one of the first input terminal and the second input 
terminal to an output terminal as shown in Figure 3. 

Referring to claim 20, the Suzuki and Kobayashi references disclose all subject matter as 
discussed in respected with to claim 18, and the Kobayashi reference discloses wherein in 
response to one of the NTSC video signals and the PAL video signals, the selecting circuit 
(control circuit 156) drives the first input terminal of the selecting switch (1 18b) to be 
connected to the output terminal, and in response to the high definition television 
transmission signal, the selecting circuit (156) drives the second input terminal of the 
selecting switch (1 18b) to be connected to the output terminal as shown in Figure 3 (See Col*. 
3, lines 35-45). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Lin Ye whose telephone number is (571) 272-7372. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00AM-5:00PM 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 




Lin Ye 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 



October 20, 2005 



